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his victories at Simancas and Zamora in 981, that he was
greeted with the well-known title of Almanzor.

In 984 he compelled Bermudo II. of Leon, to become his
tributary. In 985 he turned his attention to Catalonia, and
after a brief but brilliant campaign he made himself master of
Barcelona. Two years later (987) Bermudo having dismissed
his Moslem guards and thrown off his allegiance to Cordova,
Almanzor marched into the north-west, and after sacking
Coimbra, overran Leon, entirely destroyed the capital city, and
compelled the Christian king to take refuge in the wild fastnesses
of the Asturias.

Meanwhile, at Cordova, the power of Almanzor became year
by year more complete. Victorious in Africa as well as in Spain,
this heaven-born general was as skilful in the council-chamber
as he was in the field. The iron hand was ever clad in a silken
glove. His ambition was content with the substance of power,
and with the gradual assumption of any external show of
supreme authority in the State. In 991 he abandoned the
office and title of Hdjib to his son, Abdulmelik. In 992 his
seal took the place of that of the monarch on all documents of
State. In 993 he assumed the royal cognomen of Mowayad*
Two years later he arrogated to himself alone the title of Said ;
and in 996 he ventured a step further, and assumed the title of
Malik Karim, or king.

But in 996 Almanzor was at length confronted by a rival.
Sobeyra, the Navarrese Sultana, once his mistress, was now his
deadly enemy, and she had determined that the queen, and not
the minister, should reign supreme in the palace. Almanzor
was to be destroyed. Hakam, a feeble and effeminate youth,
was easily won over by the harem, who urged him to show the
strength that he was so far from possessing, by espousing the
cause of his mother against his guardian. The queen was
assured of victgry. The treasury was at the disposal of the
conspirators. A military rival was secretly summoned from
Africa. The minister was banished from the royal presence.
The palace was already jubilant.

But the palace reckoned without Almanzor. No Wamba
was he, tamely to accept his deposition; no rude soldier to be
vanquished by the wiles of a woman. Making his way into
Hakam's chamber, more charming, more persuasive, more
resolute than ever, Almanzor prevailed upon the Caliph not
only to restore him to his confidence, but to empower him, by
a solemn instrument under the royal sign manual, to assume